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6 Meadow mother 17
9 Search for
20
water
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28
16 Bakery lure
17 Barrel part
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20 Engine
45
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48
49
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65
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Inside
Missoula Smash
How a thriving community sprang from
an old video game
Story by Rene Sanchez | Illustrations by David Rollins | Photos by Bella Grannis

“Asking someone why they love Smash so
much is like asking someone why they love their
family so much.”
Dawit Mengistu paused and looked up at the
ceiling, then burst into laughter.
“Okay, maybe not to that extent.”
Fifteen people were crowded around five
television sets, each clutching their own purple
Game Cube controllers. Some even had customized controllers.
“Your controller is important. It’s like an archer’s bow,” Mengistu said.
A clicking sound filled the room as thumbs
twitched at rapid-fire speeds. Sometimes they
would yell at each other as if watching a sports
event. Sometimes they chatted casually. Sometimes the room was almost silent, except for the
sound of controllers and the faint whooshing
sound effects from the game.
This is Smash Club.
“Besides Smash, I don’t play video games.
It’s the community that I love. The community is
something special. Also, it’s that feeling you get
when you’re playing,” Mengistu said. “I get an
adrenaline high. I get so pumped.”
Missoula’s Smash Club is a group of mostly
UM students but also a few people who have
graduated and just appreciate having a place to
get together to practice the popular 2001 Nintendo game, “Super Smash Bros. Melee.” They gather in basements, bedrooms, classrooms and tournaments. Sometimes it’s a friendly match over a
few beers, but it’s often something more personal. It’s a chance to showcase the hours of practice
they have put into perfecting their moves.
“Melee is fun for everyone. It’s fun for the
person who has just tried the game, and it’s fun
if you’ve been playing for 15 years, just because
there is so much depth. Like, it’s actually gross,
the amount of things you can do,” Mengistu said.
4
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For a game with a fighting roster that includes a pink puff ball named Jigglypuff, “Super Smash Bros. Melee” is complex. It is sort of
an anomaly in the worldwide fighting game
community. Nintendo originally marketed and
designed “Super Smash Bros. Melee” as a casual
party game, something for kids. But shortly after
it came out, fans discovered there were an array
of glitches in the game’s design, and you could
use those glitches to your advantage.
“Most fighting games are designed like
rock-paper-scissors. Attacks beat throws, throws
beat blocking, and blocking beats attacking. But

“IN THE SMASH
COMMUNITY, I’M NOT
THINKING ABOUT WHAT
MAJOR I’M IN OR THAT I
AM A TRACK ATHLETE OR
EVEN THAT I’M A BLACK
GUY. I’M JUST A DUDE
WHO IS PLAYING MARTH.”
-Dawit Mengistu, Smash Club member
with these glitches, you can basically get a much
stronger rock, and that adds a whole new layer
to the game,” said Joseph Smith, 24, one of the
first people to bring a competitive Smash scene
to Missoula.
This, combined with the game’s unique goal
of pushing an opponent off a stage instead of
simply killing them, opens up a Pandora’s box

of potential strategies. The game was perfect for
serious competitors to step in.
“What’s great about Melee is that you can’t
beat it. No matter how much you practice, you
can always get better,” said Dylan Budke, who
has been playing Melee for years but only recently started attending the club.
The game’s creator, Sakurai, realized there
was a growing gap between party Smash players and competitive Smash experts. He didn’t
want players to feel the game was something
players should spend years of their lives mastering. Sakurai removed all of the glitches from the
next version of the game in 2008. But it was too
late, and the cult around Melee was snowballing.
“He’s probably thinking, ‘The nerds are taking over! We’ve got to shut this down,’” Mengistu said about Sakurai.
In 2011, Smith discovered competitive Smash
in Las Vegas and decided to bring it back to his
home in Missoula.
He traveled to Vegas for the Evolution Championship Series, the biggest fighting game championship in the world.
At Evo tournaments, screaming fans gather
in an indoor arena, some of them with noisemakers, like at a sporting event. Smith was there
to play the traditional fighting game, “Street
Fighter.” After he was eliminated, he stuck
around to watch finalists compete in their respective games.
But Smith saw something he didn’t expect.
“Super Smash Bros. Melee” was on the big stage.
This was a game he used to play when he was
a kid. Fans screamed as colorful characters flew
across the arena in rapid fire.
“I was thinking ‘Holy crap, this game is bananas compared to everything else that’s going
on,’” Smith said.
He watched as a famous Smash player won

using a glitch with the unpopular character, Ice
Climbers.
The Ice Climbers are sort of two characters
in one — one that you control and another that’s
computer controlled and follows you around.
This player figured out that if you get one Ice
Climber to grab your opponent in a specific way,
then the computer generated partner will use a
mallet to beat the opponent until he or she loses.
Back at his house, Smith researched the Melee Ice Climbers. He found out that the Melee
community actually considered it a “bad” character. Nevertheless, the finalist at Evo discovered
a glitch that could make Ice Climbers unbeatable.
Today, that move is legendary, albeit controversial, in the Smash community. It’s called “wobbling.”
“I never realized that there was this deeper
level to the game. That it can be so measured and
competitive,” he said.
Suddenly, Smith was seeing the game in a
whole new light, and he decided to start taking
Super Smash Bros. seriously.
At that point, it had been a decade since Melee was released, and the game was hard to get
ahold of. Smith eventually got his hands on a
copy, bought an original GameCube console online and started practicing. He would invite people to practice at his house, which led to the birth
of Missoula’s Smash community.
It started out small and exclusive. Smith
would invite a few guys over to his place to play.
They would discuss strategies and techniques.
They’d practice against each other for hours on
end, with the goal of eventually playing in tournaments. Smith and a few other serious players
wanted to blow away an audience, like the guy
playing with the Ice Climbers did.
“My first Melee tournament was one that Joe
actually hosted at his house. People from Boze-

man came, and they were so much better than
everyone in Missoula,” Chris Albert said.
After a few years of intense practice, though,
Smith decided he was tired of it all. He stopped
competing in tournaments. He couldn’t explain
why, but he felt that competitive Smash had lost
its appeal.
Little by little, the community began to fizzle
out. People weren’t getting together to practice as
much as they used to, and Bozeman continued
to clobber Missoula in state-wide tournaments.
Smash Club did not exist yet. The competitive
Smash community in Missoula had only ever
lived in people’s basements.
Katie Guy was just discovering the huge
competitive community that existed around
her favorite video game. She knew there was a
Smash community in Missoula, but she mostly
practiced for tournaments on her own. Guy preferred a version of the game released after Melee,
called Smash 4, which has a much smaller following. Smash 4 is a lot like Melee, but it doesn’t
have the glitches that Melee players love. Guy
said Smash 4 is more about skill and learning
how to use the characters as they were designed
to be used.
“My main problem with Melee is that it’s a really old game, and it’s full of glitches. Really the
only way to win is by exploiting those glitches. I
think that’s kind of dumb,” Guy said.
Guy fell in love with Smash 4. She wanted to
join the competitive scene, but she didn’t know
many people she could practice with. The Smash
community in Missoula only existed for Melee
players.
She teamed up with another player, Zac
Raasch, and they decided to set up an official
Smash club through ASUM, where people who
played all versions of the game could get together and practice at a consistent time. The club
opened the door for anyone who was curious to
join the Smash community.
It was Guy and Mengistu’s passions for
the Smash community that brought Missoula
Smash back to life.
Mengistu is the treasurer of Smash Club and
one of the main event organizers, but he wasn’t
always a Smasher. He has only been playing for
the last two years.
He came to Missoula as a track athlete but
quickly became injured and had nothing to occupy his time.
While he waited for his injury to heal, he
contemplated transferring to another school,
but then he saw a flyer for Smash Club.
“When I first heard about it, I was baffled,”
he said. “I was like ‘Man, these are some nerds!
This isn’t a sport. What are you guys doing?’”
Even so, he showed up. He brought the
wrong type of controller and lost to almost everyone he played. But Mengistu was hooked by
the community he saw that day. The 19-year-old
athlete did not expect to make close friends in
a classroom filled with people playing video
games, but he did.
“In the Smash community, I’m not thinking about what major I’m in or that I am a track
athlete or even that I’m a black guy,” Mengistu

Joe Smith gears up for a practice round while club
members look on. Smith helped popularize competitive Smash in Missoula.

said. “I’m just a dude who is playing Marth. I’m
Marth. I swear, that’s all they’ll judge you on is
which character you picked to play. That feels
pretty great.”
Over time, Mengistu became an active member of the Smash community. Now, he regularly
schedules events.
He organized a tournament called “Smash!
for the Station.” It was a fundraiser for KBGA
that he wanted to be a turning point for the
Smash community.
“People were just talking about how they
wish we would have more tournaments here.
They were always talking about doing it. Doing
it. Doing it. But it never happened,” Mengistu
said. “Someone had to do it.”
Thirty-one people showed up to play, including folks from Helena and Bozeman, making it the largest Missoula Smash tournament
yet. Even Smith attended and played.
“To be honest, seeing everyone come out has
kind of pulled me back into it,” he said. “I love
seeing how many fresh, new faces there are and
how good everyone has gotten.”
Chris Albert found out that he would be
playing against his Smash nemesis, Richie
Schoessler from Bozeman. For the first time in
his Smash career, Albert beat Schoessler and
got second place in the tournament. He won
$45.
“I was playing out of my mind,” Albert said.
“That was my first time actually feeling tour-

Dawit Mengistu glances at the matches going on around the club’s meeting room. Mengistu got involved in the
Smash Bros. community after sustaining a track injury.

nament winnings in my hands. I was like ‘Oh
shit! Money!’”
Missoula players took home first, second
and third place in the “Smash! for the Station”
tournament. It was the first time Missoula had
ever beaten Bozeman in a state-level tournament.
“The tournament was like an awakening for
Missoula’s Smash scene,” Albert said.
It has been 16 years since “Super Smash
Bros. Melee” was released, but today, Missoula’s Smash community is at its strongest.

Guy and Mengistu believe that their newfound success can be attributed to the tight
friendships they have formed within the community.
“I’ve always been an awkward introvert and
had a hard time making friends,” Guy said. “I
really wanted to create a space where people
with this obscure interest could come together and make new friends. I have met loads of
people I wouldn’t have met otherwise, and I’ve
seen a lot of people creating friendships. So I
think that Smash Club is a huge success.” •
montanakaimin.com
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South of the wall: Life as an American under Trump in Mexico
Mid-margarita and a few blocks from my host
family’s home, a drunk, middle-aged man ran
up to the table my study abroad classmates and
I were dining at and shouted, “Your country is
fucked!”
That’s what I call a welcome. This happened
during week one of my study abroad in Oaxaca, Mexico. Since then, almost two months have
passed, and I’ve learned the treatment of Americans bounces between two extremes here.
The first is a simple nonconfrontational
shout or prod at the way you look or dress. The
second is when you’re forced to tread cautiously
down the street as police in full body armour
and military-style outfits give you unnecessarily
long glances as they drive by in their souped-up
trucks, armed at all times with automatic weapons.
This hasn’t always been the case.
In late January, when President Donald
Trump released modified immigration regulations that would send every person detained on
the U.S.-Mexican border for being in the country
illegally back into Mexico, things changed south
of the border.
With Trump’s ethnocentric viewpoints constantly in play and an extreme lack of foresight in
Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto’s rejection
of the regulations, the Mexican government was
driven to action.

KAIM IN COMI C

6 March 15-21, 2017

It had to secure its country from an influx of
people living in the country without permission,
most of whom were being pushed south from the
United States, out of Trump’s sight and mind.
For Americans living, or in my case studying, abroad in Mexico, this means more security
and more questions of legal residency. Especially
during Trump’s first 100 days of “bettering” the
country as fast as humanly possible.
A turning point came for me, as an American
in Mexico, when my normally self-assured professor barged into the middle of cooking class last
week. Something was clearly amiss. Here was my
American college professor, who’d been travelling to the state of Oaxaca for more than 15 years,
interrupting class. My classmates and I slowly
gathered around, unsure of what he would say
next.
“I usually wouldn’t interrupt, but I’ve been
told this is an emergency,” he said.
The director of our school had warned him of
a crackdown on people living in Mexico illegally,
especially those from Central America, many of
which had most likely been apprehended at the
U.S.-Mexico border.
For the eight of us, that meant there could be
checks for legal Mexican residency at any time.
We would now have to carry our passports, the
physical book itself, not just a shameful copy, with
us 24/7, something we were expressly told not to

By Delaney Cummins
delaney.cummins@umontana.edu

montanakaimin.com

Lacey Young A banner opposing President Trump hangs on the Alcalá, the main pedestrian street running
through downtown Oaxaca, Mexico. A translation would read, "The migrants are universal workers. No human
being is illegal in the world. Stop the xenophobic politics of Donald Trump."

do before leaving for study abroad.
If called out by local police or federal law
enforcement, we were expected to comply. If
stopped without a passport, I could be fined, or
worse, deported — something a student really
doesn’t want to be worrying about when legally
residing in a host country for the allotted 180 days.
It’s a simple feeling I never thought I’d experience. It’s a feeling I share with the families torn
apart at border crossings by U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement agents — fear. Fear of deportation.

The question and the fear remain on both sides
of the border, for people legally and illegally present in both countries. Is it a matter of simply proving your identity to avoid deportation, or are there
other reasons why American students should be
concerned about studying south of Trump’s giant,
imaginary wall during his first 100 days?
By Lacey Young
lacey.young@umontana.edu

NEWS

A folk musician and a tech billionaire
square up in race for US House seat
By Matt Neuman
matthew.neuman@umontana.edu

The race for Montana’s at-large U.S.
House of Representatives seat has officially begun with the nominations of Democrat Rob Quist and Republican Greg Gianforte, leaving less than 80 days until the
special election.
Both candidates are political outsiders,
never having held public office, although
both come with high name recognition in
the state. Gianforte ran a failed 2016 campaign for governor, while Quist is known
for his years as a Montana-based musician
with the Mission Mountain Wood Band.
The congressional race to fill Ryan Zinke’s seat, following his appointment to
head the Department of the Interior, has
led to national attention. The race could
prove to be a barometer for the political
climate as one of the first major elections
since Republicans took control of the
White House and both houses of Congress.
Quist, 69, grew up on a ranch outside
of Cutbank in a Republican household. His
siblings are still Republicans, which he
said has led to some exciting dinner table
conversations but also helps him understand and connect with Independents and
Republicans alike.
“Montanans don’t see party lines,”
Quist said while campaigning at Missoula’s Union Club on Monday. “They see issues that matter to them, like public land
access.”
In response to ads calling him “out of
tune with Montanans,” Quist told supporters at the downtown Missoula bar that
he invites Gianforte to a banjo duel to “see
who is really out of tune.”
A University of Montana graduate,
Quist said that, if elected, he would fight
for greater funding for public education
and the arts. He also addressed the dire
state of student loan debt at a March 6
campaign stop. According to his campaign
website, Quist would like to cap student
loan interest rates at 3 percent.
The musician-turned-politician beat
out seven other Democratic candidates for
the party’s ballot, namely Amanda Curtis
and Kelly McCarthy, both currently serving as representatives in the state legislature.
Gianforte, a 55-year-old Bozeman-based
tech entrepreneur, narrowly lost the 2016

gubernatorial race to the incumbent Steve
Bullock, a Democrat, despite the state voting heavily for Donald Trump in the presidential race.
Gianforte’s 2016 campaign was marred
by the political parading of a lawsuit he
filed against Montana Fish, Wildlife &
Parks over a river access easement on his
property. Gianforte claimed the easement
was not properly constructed with respect
to property lines, and the suit was settled
outside of court. Democrats relentlessly
used the suit to deny Gianforte’s stance on
open access to public lands.
Co-founder of RightNow Technologies,
Gianforte has widely cited his experience
as a businessman as a qualification to
lead, create jobs and work toward a balanced budget. He sold RightNow Technologies, which employed over a thousand
people, to Oracle Corporation in 2011 for
$1.5 billion.
Gianforte, an anti-abortion advocate,
has donated tens of millions of dollars
through his charity foundation to conservative and anti-LGBT organizations, including The Heritage Foundation and the
Family Research Council, according to the
Gianforte Family Foundation website.
Gianforte has also been charitable toward education, including an $8 million
gift to Montana State University’s computer science department in 2016. UM’s
computer science department also got a
$290,000 boost from the candidate during
the same year.
Gianforte, who supported school
choice during his gubernatorial debates,
also provided $4.6 million in private
school scholarships for low-to-middle-income Montana students. He has advocated for the school voucher system, in line
with Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos,
which uses tax dollars to fund vouchers
that families use to pay tuition to private schools, rather than funding public
schools.
Both Gianforte and Quist support Second Amendment gun rights, but Quist has
drawn criticism from Republicans over remarks about requiring gun owners to register with the state. Gianforte received the
endorsement of the National Rifle Association during his race for governor. However, Quist wrote a song titled “.45-Caliber
Man,” which states it will take a “.45-caliber man” to save Montana. •
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Katie Barnes: (Almost) Student Chef of the Year
By Kathleen Stone
kathleen.stone@umontana.edu

Most mornings, Katie Barnes is in the
Missoula College kitchen from 7:30 a.m. to
noon, helping cook the kitchen’s meals for
later in the day. On March 6, she was chopping carrots and parsnips at 8 a.m., occasionally looking at the recipe but often working
from memory.
This February, Barnes, a graduating senior, won second place in a regional competition for Student Chef of the Year.
Barnes grew up cooking. She was thrilled
when she first got to make her own boxed
macaroni and cheese, and she used her EasyBake Oven as much as she could, even if that
meant sneaking it out when her mom was
out of the house.
She started off studying anthropology,
but switched to the Culinary Arts Program
at Missoula College two years ago.
“I always liked to cook,” Barnes said,
and once she changed majors, “there was no
looking back.”
She was accepted into the American Culinary Federation’s Student Chef of the Year
competition in November, and she spent the
next three months deciding her recipe then
practicing how to cook it, perfecting it as she
went.
Like many cooking shows, the competition required her to use three ingredients:
pineapple, macadamia nuts and banana.
Barnes made malasadas, a Portuguese dish
that is similar to a donut. She mixed the banana in the malasadas. As sides, she made
a chocolate ganache, blood-orange caramel,
a grilled pineapple mix and ice cream with
macadamia nuts.
She made her dish for the judges on Feb.
5, and found out the results on the following Tuesday. Many might be thrilled with
second place, but Barnes said she was disappointed.
She plans on competing again next year,
and she wants to make an entrée instead of
a pastry.
In the kitchen at work and in competitions, Barnes makes gourmet food, but at
home she sticks to more simple foods. She
grew up eating a lot of rice, so her dinners
usually focus on rice and basics that work
with it. When she has friends over for dinner,
though, she uses the French techniques she
learns in her classes.
This competition might have been like a
cooking show, but Barnes said she doesn’t
like watching cooking competition shows.
She says they glorify cooking, and make
people think cooking is easier than it is.
“There’s a lot of hard work, sweat, tears
8 March 15-21, 2017
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Tailyr Irvine / @TailyrIrvine
Katie Barnes, a senior in the Culinary Arts Program at
the Missoula College of Technology, chops vegetables
for soup she’s preparing March 6. Barnes placed
second in the 2017 AFC Regional Culinary Competition
in Chicago last month.

and blood [in cooking],” Barnes said.
Hard work is something Barnes exemplifies, said Tami Mathis, one of Barnes’ peers
at the Culinary Arts Program.
“Her dedication and her focus are her two
main strengths and what makes her such a
strong player in our kitchen,” Mathis said.
Barnes’ and Mathis’ class is getting ready
for a capstone dinner, and Barnes has “got
her hands in pretty much every single dish,”
Mathis said. “That makes me happy because
she’ll get to put her touches on everything.”
In addition to cooking at the Missoula
College kitchen, Barnes works as a barista
at Loose Caboose and as a chef at The Dog
and Bicycle Bakery Café. She also likes to be
outside, hiking around Missoula and traveling to places like Glacier National Park when
she can.
While many chefs dream of owning Michelin Star restaurants, Barnes said that right
now she doesn’t want to be a leader — she’d
rather work with well-known chefs, learn
from them and then maybe open a restaurant, but that would be a “long time down
the road.” •
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